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South Pmnt new campus

KOLKATA : The foundation stone
laying ceremony of the new
Priyamvada Birla Campus
of South Point School in
Mukundapur, took place on
Wednesday. On the occasion
chief minister Mamata Banerjee
tweeted, “Today I was present at
the foundation stone laying cer-
emony of the new Priyamvada
Birla Campus of South Point
School. Our government has
given land for this new campus
on which South Point will set
up their largest school,” she
tweeted. She also extended her
best wishes to the students. HTC
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South Point to give 15k students a new campus

South Point school plans to soon be coming up with a new 6.65-acre integrated
campus in Mukundapur with a capacity for accommodating about 15,000 students.
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee today unveiled the foundation stone of
the Rs 185 Priyamvada Birla campus of the school which will have a built-up area of
5.5 lakh square feet.

For them, Calcutta where the school took off and the Kolkata where it thrives now,
are very different, and the difference doesn't just lie in the name. South Point has
superbly handled the changing student environment, scripting success in an already
evolving city. With 13,500 pupils and committed teachers, South Point is a school
nurturing excellence.

Asking the school management to give more importance to underprivileged children,
Banerjee stated that her government stressed on improving education and making it
universal. The land for the new campus, which would be ready in the next three
years, has been provided by the state government. Harsh V Lodha, chairman of MP
Birla Group which runs the institution, said the campus will have more than 250
classrooms and over 30 laboratories.
He mentioned that both the existing campuses of South Point would be shifted to the
new campus where students would be offered the latest infrastructure which will be
proportionate with holistic education.
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South Point

awaits
shift .

SUDESHNA BANERJEE

South Point will shift from its
current premises once its new
building is ready. The school’s
second campus in Mukunda-
pur, behind the Satyajit Ray
Film and Television Institute,
was unveiled by chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday:

The school currently oper-
ates out of Mandeville Gar-
dens, where the junior wing is
housed, and Ballygunge Place,
the address for the high school,
in the same neighbourhood.

The chief minister had an-
nounced the handover of a4.2-
acre plot when she attended
the school’s prize distribution
ceremony in 2012. After a sur-

vey, the final plot the school is |
getting has come to measure |

6.65 acres, with a built-up area
of about five lakh square feet.
“We have long been facing
space constraint and had ap-
proached the chief minister for
land. Ourcurrent premises add
up to 1.4 acres. She took person-
al initiative to make land avail-
able for us in record time. Both

wings of the school will shift.

to the new campus,” Harsh V.
Lodha, chairman of the MP
Birla Group and trustee of
South Point Education Society;
told Metro on the sidelines of
the programme.

Planning for the new build-
ing will take another two
months. “We will be happy if
the structure is ready in three
years,” he said, when asked
about a deadline. The second
campus, named after Priyam-
vada Birla, wife of group
founder M.P. Birla, will see an
investment of Rs 185 crore.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 P
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Alumni response mixed

v

, FROM PAGE 17

Once the new. aampus is
ready, the Ballygunge address-
es will be used for higher educa-

“tion initiatives, Lodha added.

The MP Birla group is also
launching a nursing school
and college in Rajarhat.

The new building will have
a classical look with modern
interiors. “Our teachers do not
want a glass-and-steel struc-
ture,” the chairman smiled.

The building will have
more than 250 classrooms (20
sections for each class), over 30
“sophisticated” labs and stu-
dios for fashion designing and
commercial art.

There will be 25 students in
each class at the nursery level
and 46-50 in each section in the
higher classes. The school,
which figured in the Guinness
Book of World Records be-
tween 1984 and 1992 for having
the maximum of students in

- the world, has 12,500 students.

The figure may go up to 15,000.
"~ The news of the shift drew
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The chJef minister maugurates the Mukundapur campus of

South Point on Wednesday. Picture by Pradip Sanyal

mixed responses from the for-
mer students who attended
the programme. “School was a
15-minute walk from my Bally-
gunge home. No one can walk
to the school once it moves to
the new campus,” said film ed-
itor Arghyakamal Mitra. “I
will be relieved to see the
crowd leave,” chuckled econo-
mist and Mandeville Gardens

resident Abhirup Sarkar, pos-

sibly voicing the sentiments of

his neighbourstoo. =
The chief minister lauded |

the school for maintaining a

high standard and reiterated a
suggestion to build a universi-
ty. She also handed over schol-
arships on behalf of the
school to 25 needy and merito-
rious students.



____TIMES CITY
NEW CAMPUS FOR SCHOOL

Blplab Mundal

Chlef mlmster Mamata Banerjee lays the foundation stone for
the second campus of South Point High School in Kolkata on
Weédnesday .
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Mamata wants South Point

School to set up university

Kolkata, 18. February

Chief minister Miss Mama-
ta Banerjee today urged
South Point School author-
ities to set up a university
to spread education in the
state.

She laid the foundation
stone of Priyamvada Birla
Campus of South Point at
Mukundapur Thenew 6.65-
acre integrated campus will
have 5,50,000+ sq feet built-
up area to accommodate
about 15,000 students and

about 575 teaching staff.
The land has been allotted
to the South Point Education

-Society by the state gov-

ernment. While handing
over scholarships to students
coming from underprivi-

leged families, she said "the .

school authorities should
pay more attention to poor
meritorious students and
they should never feel

neglected because of their

economic background. "
She handed over Priyvam-

vada Birla Scholarships to

26 students from families

with annual income less
than Rs 75,000, pursuing
under-graduate studies in
colleges and institutionsin
West Bengal.

Beginning from the aca-

‘demic session 2013-14, a

yearly sum of Rs 24,000/-
is being given to the recip-
ients towards tuition fees,
boarding and mess charges
and on study material.

The Scholarship shall
remain valid for the entire
duration of their course,
but not exceeding four
years.
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- New South
Point campus
foundation
stone laid

AGE CORRESPONDENT
KOLKATA, FEB. 18 r , 9

- Chief minister Mamata
- Banerjee laid the founda-
tion stone of the extended
campus of South Point
High School at E.M.
Bypass.

Speaking during the occa-
sion, Ms Banerjee urged
the authorities of the
school to take a step ahead
in setting up a college and a
university.

“By setting up a college
and a university, the educa-
tion system imparted by
the South Point authorities
would be complete. I would
urge the authorities to con-
sider this, since I aim to
make Kolkata an educa-
tional hub where students
from various parts of the
countries and world would
come for education,” she
said. Ms Banerjee also
announced that a new
Sanskrit University would
be constituted for the first
time in the state to encour-
age studies and research on
ancient language.

She also wished luck to all
the students appearing for
Madhyamik, ICSE, Higher
Secondary, ISC and CBSE
examinations this year.
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CHIEF MINISTER Mamata Banerjee and Harsh V Lodha, chairman | SOUTH POINT will soon come up witha new 6.65-acre integrated
of M P Birla Group, lighta lamp during the foundation ceremonyof | campusin Mukundapurwith a capacity to accommodate around

the new campus of South Point School at Mukundapurin Kolkataon | 15,000 students. The land for the new campus —to be ready in
Wednesday. three years— has been provided by the state . PT
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